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From the Reverend Peter Yorkstone 
 

Watch the Birdie !  

One of the surprisingly popular TV 

programmes that must be showing 

soon is ñSpring Watchò. Kate 

Humble and Bill Oddy and a team 

of outside broadcast technicians 

give us the secret domestic life of 

birds in a rural setting as they lay 

their eggs and raise their families. 

 

Well, in Kettlewell Vicarage we 

have set up our own version. We 

were given a bird box with a built in 

camera. To our delight the action 

has already started. We have been 

watching a pair of blue tits take up 

residence. To begin with they just 

came in looked around and then 

flew away, with just a few strands 

of grass at the bottom of the box. It 

was for all the world like a human 

couple looking at a house, deciding 

of they liked it and wondering how 

to decorate a new property. 

Eventually they brought in some 

more grass, small twigs and moss 

but nearly as much was taken back 

out as brought in, so progress was 

very slow. Now, Easter weekend, 

there has been a burst of activity 

and a good matting of grass and 

moss is compacted and shaped at 

the bottom of the box. Although 

neither of the birds stays in the 

box overnight, we are seeing more 

of both birds, sometimes with both 

in the box at the same time. What 

will happen next? When will the 

eggs appear? How many eggs, 

when will they hatch, how many 

chicks will survive? I think this 

story will be more interesting than 

Coronation Street! 

 

The point of telling you all this 

about just one pair of Blue Tits is 

that it is strange that humans can 

take so much interest in one little 

part of the animal kingdom.  

 

Jesus used this phenomenon to 

point out how much more God 

loves us.  ñAre not five sparrows 

sold for two pennies? Yet not one 

of them is forgotten by God. 

Indeed the very hairs on your head 

are numbered. Donôt be afraid; 

you are worth more than many 

sparrows.ò (Luke 12:6&7)  

 

Yours in his service 

    

 Peter 
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THE LINK  is the magazine and notice-board for the parishes of Kettlewell  

with Conistone, Arncliffe with Halton Gill, and Hubberholme.  

 

VICARõS NOTES 
 

Registers 
Baptisms  

19th April Jemma Rose and Joseph James BOWDIN 

  (at St Michaelõs, Hubberholme) 

Memorial Services  

5th April Kirsten Roselyn HOLDSWORTH (formally of 

 Scargill House, at St. Maryõs, Kettlewell) 

26th April George Thomas Gordon FINDLAY 

  (at St Maryõs, Kettlewell) 

Burial of Ashes  

18th April Wilma KEPPIE (at St Maryõs, Kettlewell) 
 

Kettlewell Lent Lunches  

Thank you to those who made the excellent soups over the six weeks of 

Lent Lunches this year. Thank you to those who came and donated a 

total of Ã217 which will go to the òGood Morning Teacheró Appeal.  

This is an educational project in our link Diocese of Northern Sudan 

where the Church has a significant role to play in education, but where 

the most basic resources are often missing.  A little money goes a long 

way in Sudan and channelling it though the Church enables it to be safely 

and effectively targeted. 
 

Benefice Quiet Afternoon, 10 th  May Parcevall Hall  

Those who have been to Parcevall Hall will want to go again; those who 

havenõt should take this opportunity to spend some time at the hidden 

gem of our Diocesan Retreat House.  We are having a benefice Quiet 

Afternoon to recharge our spiritual batteries, enjoy fellowship and some 

delicious food, think about prayer in a very practical way in the setting of 

a lovely house and garden.  We have use of the house from 2 - 9pm, but 

you can go earlier and have a picnic lunch in the grounds.  Fiona Jenkins 

will give some input in the afternoon, but there is plenty of space in the 

programme to enjoy the house, gardens and countryside as well.  The 

Adult Education fund from the Diocese will subsidize this event so the 

cost is only £12. 
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Christian Aid  

Christian Aid week is 10th-16th May this year.  There will be a special 

service at St Michaelõs, Linton at 6pm on Sunday 10th May. The speaker 

will be Lindsey Pearson from the Leeds office of Christian Aid.  Thank 

you, in advance, to all who give to Christian Aid, to those involved in 

distributing and collecting envelopes and to Jane Way for organising the 

collection. 

Congratulations, the Lent Lunches in Grassington raised £1620.50 for 

Christian Aid. 
 

Caring in His Name.  

There is a short course on pastoral ministry called òCaring in His 

Nameó.  There are six sessions, starting on 6th May, in the afternoon at 

Church House, Grassington.  If you are interesting in helping with this 

vital aspect of church life, or would like to know more, please have a 

word with me or Kathryn Hammond. 
 

Cluster Service: Ascension Day, 7.30pm Thursday 21 st  May at 

St Michaelõs, Linton 

Last year we hosted the Cluster Ascension Day service at St Michaelõs, 

Hubberholme, this year it is at another St Michaelõs at the other end of 

the Cluster of Anglican Churches.  Ascension Day is one of the  

significant days in the Churchõs year and it would be good to have a well 

supported service to celebrate and worship together. 
 

Benefice Lambing Service:  

Rogation Sunday, 3pm 17 th  May at St Maryõs, Kettlewell  

We hope there will be a successful lambing time this year. This service 

will be an opportunity for the faming community and the church 

community to give thanks and to pray for the harvest of lambs. Do 

support this service and make it widely known. 
 

Archdeaconõs Visitation: 7.30pm Monday 1st June at St 

Michaelõs, Linton 

This service is where the Churchwardens are sworn in for another year 

of service; as such, it highlights the importance of their work. It is also an 

opportunity for the Archdeacon to share with us. He is keen for 

sidesmen, PCC members and any interested parties to come to this 

great service too. 




